
FUNDRAISING GUIDE



THANK YOU FOR HOSTING A 
PURPLE DAY FUNDRAISING EVENT!

We are so grateful to you for joining people around the 
world throughout March to raise funds for those impacted 
by epilepsy. 

You are helping us to make a difference and provide 
essential services to families, communities and the wider 
public. 

In this guide you will find lots of information to make 
your fundraising event a great success. Now that you are 
registered, it's time to start preparing! 

No matter how big or small your event - every dollar counts 
in improving the lives of those impacted by epilepsy.  

Don't forget to have fun with your event - after all, 
fundraising for a worthy cause is certainly something to 
feel good about! 

Thanks again for registering as a host, and please do let us 
know if you need any help along the way by calling 
1300 37 45 37 or emailing us at epilepsy@epilepsy.org.au  



PLANNING YOUR PURPLE DAY EVENT!

Every event is different but if you aren't sure where to start 
these steps will give you some tips to create a great event! 

Set the date
You can host your Purple Day event 
any time during March! Pick a time 
that suits your schedule.

Plan your event
Location - Now that you have a 
date, you need a place to host 
your gathering! You could host it at 
home, work, school or university, at 
a local club, within your 
community, your street, a cafe or 
restaurant, or maybe a local park.

Budget - Set a clear budget to know 
how much you want to spend, 
including cost of any food or 
drinks. Don't be afraid to 
ask suppliers to donate prizes, 
services or venues!



Theme - Think about a theme for 
your event - this might be 
decorations or a Purple theme. 
Also decide on any activities you 
will be running as part of your 
event - like competitions or raffles. 
See our games and activities on 
our resources page for inspiration!

Fundraising target - Decide on how 
much you are planning to raise. 
If you are doing your event at your 
workplace, ask if your company will 
match the donations (we've got a 
template to help you)!

An online fundraising page is an 
easy way to collect funds - you can 
personalise the page and all the 
funds come directly to us with tax 
deductible receipts sent 
automatically!  
Also great for those family and 
friends overseas!

Create your 
fundraising page

https://etea.gofundraise.com.au/
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If your fundraising event needs 
other people you should invite as 
many guests as you can handle. 
Email, phone, social media, face 
to face - use as many avenues as 
possible! 

You never know, you might even 
get some attendees offering their 
help. 

Talk to your company about 
whether they match donations or 
fundraising by their employees. 

Ask local businesses to get 
involved - donating goods or 
services. 

More tips to maximise your 
fundraising are included later.

Invite people

Boost your fundraising



Don't forget to remind all those 
you have invited before the big 
day - this also helps to get people 
excited! If you are fundraising 
online a reminder is a great way 
to prompt donations! 

If you are asking guests to bring 
anything make sure you remind 
them about that too!

No matter what event you are 
doing there is some preparation 
you will need to do for the day - 
whether it's decorations, food, 
information, merchandise, 
activities or your walking shoes! 

Anything you can prepare ahead of 
time will be a big help on event day! 
You might also like to ask some 
attendees to help out on the day.

Send a reminder

Get ready for the day!



Make sure you enjoy your Purple 
Day event! 

Remember to say thanks to all 
your supporters for their generosity 
- don't forget those who may have 
donated who were unable to attend.

Don't forget to collect all the funds 
and deposit them to us as soon as 
you've wrapped up your event. 

You can do this through your online 
fundraising page, or using the 
Payment Methods instructions that 
you received when you registered. 

For bank deposits, see below: 
BSB: 032 287 
Account: 233632 
Reference: Your name/organisation

Enjoy your event and 
say thanks

Bank your funds



THE FACTS ABOUT EPILEPSY

The cause of 
epilepsy for up to

of people 
remains unknown

Australians will 
develop epilepsy 

during their lifetime

Around the world an 
estimated

people have epilepsy 
at any given time

of people with 
epilepsy will not 

respond to 
medication

800,000

65 million

60%

30%

Right now about

children, young people 

and adults are living with epilepsy.

250,000



About epilepsy

Purple Day (26th March) is a global initiative 
dedicated to raising epilepsy awareness. 

ABOUT PURPLE DAY

Purple Day was founded in 2008, by nine-year-old Cassidy 
Megan of Nova Scotia, Canada. Motivated by her own 
struggles with epilepsy, Cassidy started Purple Day in an 
effort to get people talking about the condition and to let 
those impacted by seizures know that they are not alone. 

She named the day Purple Day after the internationally 
recognised colour for epilepsy, lavender. 

We join together with people around the world to raise 
awareness and funds for epilepsy on this day!



Make the most of your fundraising

A Purple Day fundraising event is a great, fun day, but 
remember it is also about raising funds for epilepsy!

Contact local businesses to see if they are willing to 
sponsor your event or donate prizes.

If you have guests with a particular talent, ask them 
if they would donate their services to auction off. 

Consider charging an entry fee for guests attending 
your event. Even a small fee will help raise more!

Include a stall at your event - baked goods or craft 
items, anything you can think of!

Add games and activities to your event - see our full 
list of ideas on our resources page to get started!

About epilepsyMAKE THE MOST OF YOUR FUNDRAISING

Advertise your event through your sports club, gym 
or workplace to reach as many people as possible.

Consider contacting your local newspaper to see if 
they will write about your fundraising to raise even 
more awareness of epilepsy!



Promote, share and shout it from the rooftops! The 
more people who know about your event the better! 

Start an online fundraising page - this can be a great 
way for those who can't be there to donate. 

Tell your story - explain to people WHY you are 
holding a Purple Day event, it inspire people to give.

Team up! Multiply your fundraising efforts by getting 
a team together to organise your fundraising event.

Have a penalty or fee system for anyone not wearing 
purple to donate extra $$.

Order a merchandise box to sell some Purple Day 
goodies as part of your event!

Add an incentive for people to give more - maybe you 
can do something crazy if you reach your goal?

Check with your workplace if they will support or 
match your fundraising efforts.

Make the most of your fundraisingAbout epilepsyMAKE THE MOST OF YOUR FUNDRAISING
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Where does 

$1O
provides a person with epilepsy 
access to online seizure 
management tools

$25

$4O

$5O

$1OO

provides a newly diagnosed 
information pack to a person with 
epilepsy

provides access to lifesaving seizure 
first-aid training for those with 
epilepsy, their family, friends, carers 
and colleagues

funds a much needed initial 
consultation with our support team

provides a Ted-E-Bear and education 
pack to comfort and support a child 
impacted by epilepsy

On the day checklistAbout epilepsyWHERE DOES YOUR MONEY GO?



What happens if my guests want a receipt? 

If you are fundraising online a receipt is automatically 
issued for the donation made. If you are collecting cash or 
credit card details please download our Donation Register 
to record the donor details - we will then issue the receipts 
directly to each donor when we receive your funds. 

Do you have merchandise available for me to sell at my 
event? 

Yes! You can order a merchandise box from us via 
epilepsy@epilepsy.org.au and we will send it out to you. 
They contain pins, pens, keyrings, wristbands and 
shoelaces. 

Can someone from Epilepsy Action attend my event? 

In some cases this may be possible for events open to the 
public. We are a small staff team but we have volunteer 
speakers throughout Australia that may be able to 
represent at your event. Contact Fiona on 1300 37 45 37 
to find out more.

About epilepsyFREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



About epilepsyFREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Are you able to help promote my fundraising event? 

We love our fundraisers and where possible we love to 
give a shout out to you for the amazing things you are 
doing! Purple Day can be a very busy time so we may not 
be able to share every event - but send them through to us 
and we will do the best we can! 

What do I need to do after my event? 

Thank your supporters, give those who donated an update 
on how your event went and how much was raised. 

Send in the funds that you have raised as quickly as 
possible so we can continue our programs and services. 

Email us photos from your event if you have them - we 
love seeing what you got up to and photos also really help 
to inspire others to get involved in future events! 

I've got more questions, who do I contact? 

We're here to help! Contact Fiona on 1300 37 45 37 or 
fjones@epilepsy.org.au with any questions.



On the day checklist

This checklist will help to ensure you don't forget anything on 
the day and you can enjoy your Purple Day fundraising event!

Decorate - get in to your venue as early as you can to 
set up your decorations. You can use our posters or 
buntings or your own! Make it fun and inviting!

Welcome - greet guests as they arrive. This is a good 
time to collect entry fee or donation and thank them! 
Be sure to let everyone know about the games and 
activities they can get involved in during the event.

Set up - make some time to set up any food, drinks, 
information, and don't forget your donation box!

Games and activities - find a suitable space for any 
activities and set out any items required. Be sure to 
enlist the help of some guests to run games where 
necessary.

Enjoy - take some time to enjoy your event!

Thanks - Thank your guests for coming and any 
companies or supporters who helped you out. Also 
be sure to announce any winners or prizes before 
people leave.

About epilepsyEVENT DAY CHECKLIST



1300 EPILEPSY (37 45 37)
www.epilepsy.org.au
epilepsy@epilepsy.org.au


